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National Tobacco Control News 
  
GERMANY: To Increase Tobacco Tax  
The German government plans to push up taxes on cigarettes and other tobacco products over the next four years - 
using the proceeds to offset a shortfall in energy tax income. Government spokesman C. Steegmans said the Cabinet 
agreed Wednesday on the plan, which will see taxes rise in "modest steps" from next May through 2015. 
The move means that the price of a pack of 19 cigarettes will rise from an average euro4.60 ($6.40) to as much as euro5 
in 2015. The government aims to raise euro 200 million extra from the measure next year alone. 
Steegmans says the income will fill a budget gap created by a government decision to cut by less than originally 
intended a rebate on energy taxes for energy-intensive industries. 
Source: Bloomberg Businessweek, 12 November 2010 
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9JDBJSO0.htm
  
NETHERLANDS: Small Café Owners Plan to Sue State over Smoking Ban 
The foundation representing small café owners in their fight against the ban on smoking is to take legal action against 
the state now the ban has been lifted. The new cabinet has lifted the ban for several thousand cafes which have no 
personnel and are smaller than 70 m2. 
Source: DutchNews.nl, 12 November 2010 
http://www.dutchnews.nl/news/archives/2010/11/small_cafe_owners_plan_to_sue.php
  
POLAND: Introduces Smoking Ban 
Today Poland joined long list of countries in which smoking is banned in all public places. Restaurants, pubs, clubs, 
schools, but also garden playgrounds and many other places became smoke-free zones. 
According to Citizens' Coalition Tobacco or Health data, up until today an average concentration of tobacco smoke in 
pubs and restaurants exceeded the allowable health limit fifteen times. In the evenings, the limit was exceeded over 260 
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times.  
The Coalition’s Chairman points out, after the ban had come into effect, restaurants, pubs and clubs in Paris, London or 
New York did not lose. On the contrary – they gained new clients. Krzysztof Przewoźniak believes that Poland will be 
the same. And over 31% of Poles already support the ban. 
New strict regulations are followed by severe penalties. From today, every restaurant, club or pub owner can be 
punished with a PLN 2000 fine, if he does not place visible non-smoking reminders in his establishment. Cigarettes are 
not to be sold in small packages (less than 20 pieces), loose or in vending machines anymore - such activity will also be 
fined with a PLN 2000 fine. Also smokers breaking a smoking ban will be punished with a PLN 500 fine. 
Source: Press Association, 15 November 2010 
http://www.poland.pl/news/article,Poland_To_Introduce_A_Smoking_Ban,id,444933.htm
  
Commenting on the article, Krzysztof Przewozniak corrected that in fact a lot more Poles are in favour of a total 
smoking ban in public places and workplaces. In the surveys conducted in the past 4 years, this support varied from 
65% to 76%. The latest results from GATS Poland show that public support for a total ban in the workplace is at the 
level of 65%, 58% for restaurants, and 37% for bars and night or music clubs. The 31% mentioned in the above article 
concerns smoker's attitude for bars and pubs that, based on some publications, is substantially higher than it was in 
Ireland before the ban implementation. 
  
SPAIN: Spain’s Biggest Ever Counterfeit Cigarette Network Dismantled 
Spain’s biggest ever counterfeit cigarette network has been dismantled in an operation against that led to the seizure of 
90 million fake cigarettes and the arrest of six men, the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) said Friday. 
The investigation saw the OLAF working closely with Spanish Customs to break up one of the largest tobacco rackets 
in Europe and prevent the loss of 10 million euros in tax revenue.  
Spanish Customs launched Operation BALMAN in February when intelligence about suspicious imports from China 
was provided by OLAF. 
Fast and accurate exchanges of information between OLAF and national authorities allowed investigators to track 
containers of counterfeit cigarettes from China to ports on the east coast of Spain, where they were pushed into the 
illegal market. 
“The excellent work of Spanish Customs has resulted in a victory for European taxpayers and a strong blow against 
smugglers,” said OLAF’s acting Director-General Nicholas Ilett. “It shows that proactive information-sharing between 
OLAF and national authorities is vital in our battle against the illicit trade in tobacco. We fight fraud best when we fight 
it together.” 
Source: European Commission - Rapid Press Release, 15 November 2010 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=OLAF/10/14&type=HTML
  
UK: Health Chiefs Blast Tobacco Display Ban U-Turn  
Heads of UK's leading public health bodies warn coalition not to water down proposals for ban on tobacco displays in 
shops 
The heads of four of Britain's leading public health bodies have expressed concerns at reports that the government is to 
water down plans to ban tobacco displays in shops. 
Health campaigners say the large displays of cigarettes behind shop counters influence young people. But the tobacco 
lobby has fiercely opposed the ban, saying it will lead to a surge in smuggling and prove costly for small shopkeepers. 
In a letter published in today's Observer Professor Lindsey Davies, president of the Faculty of Public Health, Professor 
Terence Stephenson, president of the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health, Sir Richard Thompson, president 
of the Royal College of Physicians, and Professor John Britton, director of the UK Centre for Tobacco Control Studies, 
suggest the potential U-turn would harm the nation's health. 
Source: The Guardian, 14 November 2010 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2010/nov/14/tobacco-display-ban-warning
  
UK SCOTLAND: Cigarette Branding Faces Scottish Ban to Cut Smoking Rate 
Plans to introduce plain packaging for cigarettes have led to calls for Westminster to transfer the power to control 
tobacco to Holyrood. 
The SNP is closely following moves by Australia to bring in plain packaging for cigarettes, which the party is keen to 
emulate in Scotland. 
However, any attempt to force tobacco companies to sacrifice individual branding in favour of plain wrapping and 
bigger health warnings would face a major hurdle, as it is still a matter reserved to Westminster. 
Critics and the tobacco lobby have warned that standardised packaging could be counterproductive, leading not only to 
a price war resulting in increased smoking rates thanks to cheap cigarettes but also a rise in counterfeiting. 
Last night, an SNP spokesman said the party supported the idea of using plain packaging as a further attempt to reduce 
smoking rates in Scotland. 
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Herald Scotland, 14 November 2010 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/health/cigarette-branding-faces-scottish-ban-to-cut-smoking-rate-1.1068120
  
Conferences/Studies/Research 
  
STUDY: Hearing loss linked to passive smoking 
People who are exposed to the second-hand smoke from others' cigarettes are at increased risk of hearing loss, experts 
believe. 
Doctors already know that people who smoke can damage their hearing. 
The latest study in the journal Tobacco Control, involving more than 3,000 US adults, suggests the same is true of 
passive smoking. 
Experts believe tobacco smoke may disrupt blood flow in the small vessels of the ear. 
This could starve the organ of oxygen and lead to a buildup of toxic waste, causing damage. 
The harm is different to that caused by noise exposure or simple ageing. 
In the study, the researchers from the University of Miami and Florida International University looked at the hearing 
test results of 3,307 non-smoking volunteers - some who were ex-smokers and some who had never smoked in their 
lifetime. 
Source: BBC News, 16 November 2010 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-11758345
Related article: Passive Smoking may Increase Risk of Hearing Loss, Medical News Today, 16 November 2010 
http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/208153.php
  
REPORT: Smoking 'Costs Scotland £1.1bn' 
Smoking costs Scotland almost £1.1 billion a year, health campaigners have claimed. 
Anti-smoking group Ash Scotland looked at the economic impact of tobacco in a new report. It argued that when 
factors such as the cost to the NHS and the loss of production caused by workers on smoke breaks, illness and 
premature deaths were taken into account, smoking cost the country a total of £1.069 billion. 
The charity's chief executive Sheila Duffy said the Up in Smoke report showed that "the cost of smoking is too high a 
price for Scotland to pay". 
She added: "Not only does smoking devastate our health with over 13,300 adult deaths every year and thousands of 
others affected by smoking-related illness, it also has a negative impact on our economy. 
View the PDF version of the report 'Up in smoke - The economic cost of tobacco in Scotland': 
http://www.ashscotland.org.uk/media/3626/Up_in_smoke_Nov2010-web.pdf 
Source: The Herald, 12 November 2010 
  
Why Risk for Sudden Infant Death Syndrome Is Greater in Babies of Mothers Who Smoke 
The link between maternal cigarette smoking during pregnancy and Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) may relate 
to the negative effects of nicotine on the development of brain centers that regulate breathing, according to an article in 
the recent issue of Pediatric Allergy, Immunology, and Pulmonology, a peer-reviewed journal published by Mary Ann 
Liebert, Inc. 
SIDS is the leading cause of death during the first year of an infant's life. The link between maternal smoking and SIDS 
is clear. Prenatal exposure to cigarette smoke puts infants at a 2- to 5-fold increased risk of SIDS and contributes to 
premature birth, another risk factor for SIDS. How exposure to the chemicals in cigarette smoke in utero increases the 
risk of SIDS has not been determined. 
In the article, Hemant Sawnani, Erik Olsen, and Narong Simakajornboon, from Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical 
Center (Ohio), summarize the evidence from both human and animal studies demonstrating that nicotine (in cigarette 
smoke) interferes with the development of the parts of the brain that control breathing. Nicotine exposure in utero leads 
to altered breathing patterns and ventilatory responses that compromise respiratory arousal and auto-resuscitation. 
Infants of mothers who smoked during pregnancy have more pauses in breathing (infant apnea) and have decreased 
ability to wake up from sleep in response to low oxygen. This sheds important light on why smoking during pregnancy 
increases risk for Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS, crib death). 
"These findings highlight the importance of public health policies to prevent the development of tobacco dependence in 
adolescent girls and the importance of treatment of maternal tobacco dependence prior to pregnancy. 
Source Science Daily, 12 November 2010 
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/11/101109133145.htm
  
STUDY: Heavy Smoking during Pregnancy Linked to Kids Becoming Repeat Offenders as Adults 
Mums who smoke heavily while pregnant run the risk of having kids who grow up to become repeat criminal offenders, 
suggests research published online in the Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health. 
The findings held true, even after taking account of a comprehensive range of family and social factors, such as mental 
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ill health and deprivation, which are likely to influence behaviours, the research showed. 
Source: Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health. Online First November 16, 2010  
http://jech.bmj.com/content/early/recent
Physorg, 17 November 2010 
http://www.physorg.com/news/2010-11-heavy-pregnancy-linked-kids-adults.html
 
RESEARCH: Never-Smokers Fare Far Better than Smokers after Radiation Therapy for Head and Neck Cancer 
Patients with head and neck cancer who have never smoked have much better survival rates after radiation therapy than 
patients with a history of smoking, new research from UC Davis Cancer Center has found. 
The study by Allen M. Chen and colleagues in the UC Davis radiation oncology and otolaryngology departments is 
among the first of its kind to examine prognosis differences based on smoking history in patients with head and neck 
cancer who are treated with radiation therapy. 
The study, published online in American Journal of Clinical Oncology, found that patients with a history of smoking 
were more likely to die from their disease and more likely to experience a recurrence after radiation therapy than those 
without a smoking history. 
Source: Eurekalert, 16 November 2010 
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2010-11/uoc--nff111610.php
  
STUDY: Use of Mentholated Cigarettes: What Can We Learn from National Data 
Taken together, the papers in this supplement present exciting findings, drawing on large national data sets to examine 
further the role of menthol smoking patterns, nicotine dependence, smoke-free policies, smoking cessation and short-
term health effects. There was a fair degree of consistency across the studies showing that mentholated cigarette 
smokers tend to be female and racial/ethnic minorities, have poorer cessation success, have less protection from work-
place tobacco-free policies and are more likely to have a higher BMI. As a result, menthol smokers could be at higher 
risk from tobacco and other life-style-related diseases. Also, menthol and non-menthol cigarettes may not be close 
substitutes for one another. The papers in this supplement have created a synergistic body of population-based empirical 
evidence that researchers can build upon for designing future research addressing the mechanisms underlying the role of 
menthol and the development of effective cessation interventions for menthol smokers 
Source: Addiction, 17 November 2010 
Volume 105, Issue Supplement s1, pages 1–4, December 2010 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1360-0443.2010.03239.x/full
  
Network News 
 
EFA: Media alert and Message from  EFA on the Occasion of World COPD Day 2010 
We are pleased to forward you a media alert and message from ENSP member EFA on the occasion of World COPD 
Day 2010. 
COPD (Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease) is usually caused by exposure to tobacco smoke and other air 
pollution. COPD is a highly prevalent and under diagnosed disease. The WHO estimates that 44 million people in 
Europe are currently living with COPD. 
The video may be viewed at:http://www.efanet.org/video.html
  
EFA would like to invite recipients to link up and use this video themselves if appropriate. 
Source: Patricia Murray, The EFA European Federation of Allergy and Airways Diseases Patients' Associations, 16 
November 2010 
  
ENSP Press release on 18 November 2010: Smoke-free workplaces with no exemptions remain a priority for 
tobacco control 
On the occasion of national No Tobacco Day (18 November) 2010 in several European countries, the European 
Network for Smoking and Tobacco Prevention reiterates its claim that only total smoke-free laws improve health by 
preventing heart attacks, improving respiratory health and preventing cancer. Ventilation cannot be an effective 
solution. 
ENSP reiterates its call on all European countries to give priority to tobacco control and fulfil their obligations to 
honour the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC), in particular Article 8. This is the only effective 
means of protecting workers and citizens from the harm caused by second-hand smoke. 
A PDF version of the full press release is available at:http://www.ensp.org/sites/default/files/ENSP_PR_20101118.pdf
  
US - 18 November: Smokers Urged to Join Today's Great American Smokeout 
The annual event, sponsored by the American Cancer Society, focuses on quitting for one day. 
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Get ready, get set, quit! Thursday marks the annual Great American Smokeout, sponsored by the American Cancer 
Society,which urges all smokers to lay off the habit for at least 24 hours. 
There have been dramatic changes in attitudes about smoking and a large decrease in smoking rates since the Smokeout 
was first held in 1977. 
The annual event includes local and nationwide events meant to encourage smokers to quit for at least one day in the 
hope that they may decide to permanently kick the habit. 
The Smokeout has helped focus attention on the dangers of tobacco use and contributed to a "cultural revolution" in 
tobacco control, says the American Cancer Society. 
Source: Healthday News, 17 November 2010 
http://health.usnews.com/health-news/family-health/articles/2010/11/17/smokers-urged-to-join-thursdays-great-
american-smokeout.html
  

Institutional News 
  
SCENIHR Opinion on Addictiveness and Attractiveness of Tobacco Additives 
The European Commission’s independent Scientific Committee on Emerging and Newly Identified Health Risks 
(SCENIHR) published itsOpinion on the Addictiveness and Attractiveness of Tobacco Additives on 12 November 
2010. 
This Opinion will be taken into consideration for the revision of the Tobacco Products Directive (2001/37/EC). A 
public consultation on this revision is ongoing and all interested parties are invited to submit their comments by 17 
December 2010. 
View full text of the opinion: 
http://ec.europa.eu/health/scientific_committees/emerging/docs/scenihr_o_031.pdf
Source: DG Sanco, 17 November 2010 
  
FCTC COP4: The FCA bulletins from The Fourth Session of the Conference of the Parties to the WHO FCTC, held in 
Punta del Este, Uruguay, 15-20 November 2010 are available online 
here: http://www.fctc.org/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=255&Itemid=21
Source: Framework Convention Alliance, November 2010 
  
FCTC: World health officials debate new tobacco controls 
Health officials from across the world gathered on Monday in Uruguay to discuss tighter controls on tobacco that are 
rejected by farmers and the cigarette industry. 
The World Health Organisation meeting comes as the South American country fights a complaint filed by global 
tobacco company Philip Morris International, which says tough Uruguayan anti-smoking laws are hurting its business. 
A total of 171 countries have signed the Framework Convention for Tobacco Control and delegates at this week's 
gathering will analyse proposals to limit the use of additives in cigarettes.  
The global public health treaty addresses tobacco industry international marketing and cigarette smuggling. 
Source: Reuters, 15 November 2010 
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE6AE4XB20101115
  
Bloomberg Backs Uruguay’s Anti-Smoking Laws 
http://prescriptions.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/11/15/bloomberg-backs-uruguays-anti-smoking-laws/
  
 
Industry 
  
Smoke Screen / Big Tobacco’s Global Lobbying Campaign 
  
Overview: The Tobacco Lobby Goes Global 
Down-and-out in developed nations, Big Tobacco refocuses its lobbying on emerging markets. 
http://treesaver.publicintegrity.org/node/35#
  
Part One: Moscow's Open, Revolving Door for Big Tobacco 
Cozy ties between lobbyists and politicians are business as usual. 
http://treesaver.publicintegrity.org/node/39#
  
Part Two: A Troubled Model for Reform in Mexico 
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Mexico is Latin America's third-largest tobacco market. The country is important to big tobacco not only because of its 
market size but its political influence in the region. 
http://treesaver.publicintegrity.org/node/37#
  
Part Three: Uruguay vs. Philip Morris 
Uruguay offers a cautionary tale for other small countries willing to take on the tobacco industry. In 2009, Uruguay's 
GDP was $32 billion, while Philip Morris's revenues that year hit $62 billion. Uruguay's leaders worried, for good 
reason, whether they could successfully wage a years-long fight against a sophisticated multinational corporation. 
The nation finds itself in the middle of a fight, ironically, as it hosts this week's latest round of talks on implementing 
the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC), the world's first public health treaty, which calls for strict 
controls on the industry and smoking. Hundreds of health officials, diplomats, anti-smoking activists, and tobacco 
industry executives will gather in the resort city of Punta del Este to work out key points in a treaty now signed by 171 
countries. 
Uruguay had ratified the FCTC in 2004, but a tough new attitude came with the 2005 election of Vázquez. In March 
2006, Vázquez, an oncologist, began an anti-tobacco crusade, determined to change the fact that 32 percent of 
Uruguayans were smokers. By 2009, that number had dropped to 25 percent. 

Source: The Center for Public Integrity, 17 November 2010 
http://treesaver.publicintegrity.org/node/41#
  
Source: Center for Public Integrity, 17 November 2010 
http://treesaver.publicintegrity.org/smoke_screen#
  
The Graphic Cigarette Warnings Big Tobacco Doesn't Want You to See 
With smoking on the decline in the U.S., big tobacco is looking overseas to sell its products. But to do that, it must 
contend with the tough warning labels required by some countries - including Uruguay, whose labeling regulations 
triggered a lawsuit this year by tobacco company Philip Morris International. 
Uruguay requires the warnings to cover a whopping 80 percent of each cigarette package, Dr. Adriana Blanco, tobacco 
control adviser with the Pan American Health Organization, tells CBS News. The labels contain text explaining the 
health risks and graphic images of rotten teeth, a grotesquely disfigured baby, and more. 
Is the lawsuit justified? Not according to the World Health Organization. 
"They're using litigation to threaten low- and middle-income countries," Dr. Douglas Bettcher, head of the W.H.O.'s 
Tobacco Free Initiative, told the New York Times. 
Uruguay's gross domestic product is half the size of the company's $66 billion in annual sales, according to the Times. 
But a spokesman for Philip Morris International said the company was in compliance with every nation's marketing 
laws while selling a lawful product for adult consumers, the Times reported. "We have supported and will continue to 
support effective and sensible tobacco regulations," the company said in an October 5 statement on its website. 
Source: CBS News, 15 November 2010 
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-504763_162-20022863-10391704.html
  
  
  
  
  
If you would like to inform other members about new publications or events in your organization or country, please 
send contributions to Sophie Van Damme s.vandamme@ensp.org
  
This bulletin receives the financial support of the European Commission. 
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